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Deanna Smith,P.O. Box 14405,Phoenix, AZ  
85063 or send an email to azland61@aol.com 

To Contact the board - see page 9 

October ’s Presentation: 
GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS - 
The bad news is that Anna Domitrovic, our 
scheduled October speaker, was recently involved 
in a serious car accident and will not be working 
or traveling for speaking engagements while she is 
recovering. If you would like to send her get-well 
wishes, her address is:  

Anna Domitrovic 
6118 W. Lazy Heart St. 

Tucson, AZ 85713  
Hopefully, Anna will be able to visit us later. 
 
The good news is that Phil Richardson has 
graciously volunteered to give a talk on collecting 
sites in Utah, including the Thomas Mt. range, La 
Salle, and the Bingham Canyon Mine.  I'm sure 
everyone at the September meeting saw the great 
personally collected thumbnails he brought with 
him. Mr. Richardson, a geological engineer who 
recently moved to the Valley from Utah, is basing 
this lecture on an article he wrote for Rocks & 
Minerals magazine. If we're lucky, he'll bring more 
thumbnails for us to drool over.  
                        I hope to see you there! 

                                                6KLUOH\�)LVNH 

 
 

Don’ t forget --- Gerry Hor ton and Jonnene Alders 
volunteered to bring cookies for the October meeting.  
Yes, cookies are priority front page news.   
And, yes, it is because I have a sweet tooth. 

 
Scout-A-Rama on November 6th. 
W.R. Russ is looking for volunteers for the 
BoyScout’s Scout-A-Rama.  He will be promoting 
Rockfest, have educational displays, hands on 
specimens and  registration forms for their earth 
science/geology badges.  If you can help out, call 
W.R. at (602) 684-7381. 

Group  When Where Time 

Board of Sat. Az. Min. Museum 11 AM 

Governors Oct.23 +Show Committee  

MSA  Fri.  Arizona Mineral 7 PM 

General Oct. 8 Museum   

Micro- Friday Bill Hunts House- 7 PM 

mounters Nov. 5 see page  4  
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President’s Message October 2004 
 
All i n favor of a new president say Aye.  What, no 
volunteers?  I'm still President for the TH IRD year 
in a row?  Ok, some of you must have heard and 
read enough of my blather to be ready to stage a 
coup.  I've talked to some of you about being all 
that you can be, but no takers.  It looks like the 
ruling Junta continues for a third term. 
 
The New MSA and The Old:  
The MSA board and off icers voted to propose 
some important changes to the by-laws, which are 
outlined on page 9.  The changes are to reduce the 
number of board members by two, and reduce 
board member's terms to two years.  Oh, by the 
way, Tom, it looks as though you are still on the 
board as the past, past, past president.  Ain't that a 
hoot.  Members at the November meeting will 
vote on the proposed changes to the by-laws. 
 
Who Wants To Go On A Field Tr ip? 
We discussed trip locations and plans are 
developing for a number of trips.  We need to 
choose at least one location a month.  Thar's 
crystals out there, we need to find them.  Call me 
at (800) 264-5101 or e-mail me at 
gilbertflores@cox.net to express your interest in 
collecting sites to visit as a club. 
 
W. R. is planning a fossil hunt on 10/15 & he 
needs about, uh 3000 pieces.  Please call him at 
(602)973-7802 to volunteer for the hunt.  He is 
also looking for small egg carton size material. 
 
Museum Family Day 
The club is participating in the Museum's Family 
Day on October 16th.  We have a skeleton crew to 
help set up and operate the roulette wheel and 
hand out membership info.  Please come down and 
support the MSA and the Museum. 
 

2005 Show 
The MSA will have tough choices to make about 
the club's participating in or hosting shows past 
2005.  W.R. Russ and I have discussed ways to 
streamline setup, considering the limited number 
of MSA volunteers.  We will assemble the cases 
pre-show so they will only need the legs attached 
before setting them in place.  W. R. Russ also 
talked about new sponsors and more outside 
volunteers to help conduct the Friday school day.    
 
School registration is up over 100%.  2000 chairs 
are needed for the stage, so please consider 
sponsoring a chair (or chairs) for $3.00 each.  You 
can send your payment to Specialty Productions 
Development, 4515 E. Joan De Arc, Phoenix, AZ  
85032.  For more info about this contact me at 
(800) 264-5101 or W.R. at (602) 684-7381. 
 
The show will have a VOLCANO, Rock-n-Fossil 
Dig, Education exhibits and PLANES, TRAINS 
and AUTOMOBILES – ok no train, but we have a 
helicopter, bulldozer, cement mixer, and airplane! 
 
PLEASE HELP OUR SHOW – maybe even put 
in a display.  I am asking for ALL members to 
participate in the 2005 show.   Please check your 
calendars to see if you can volunteer, especially 
for set up on Thursday, Jan. 6, 2005 and teardown 
on Sunday, Jan. 10. Please give this some thought; 
your help truly makes a difference for the MSA.  
We have less than three months left to prepare.  
Please call or e-mail me to volunteer. 
 
We are looking into operating a separate MSA 
recruiting table/booth all 3 days.  Our club is not 
getting the attention of the attending public.  This 
could mean a great deal to our club.    W. R. and I 
will t ry to locate the booth for maximum visibilit y. 
 

See you at the next meeting, *LO 
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September 10th General Meeting 
I f you missed it - here’s what happened ------- 

 
We had about 20 members and 1 visitor, Phil 
Richardson, who has recently relocated here from 
Utah.  He brought some outstanding self-collected 
thumbnails, and Shir ley invited him to be our 
speaker in October.  More than a few people 
wondered if he had counted how many specimens 
he brought along to show off , but darn it - he had.   
 
Marc Watson bought & brought the cookies for 
the meeting and apologized for not baking them 
herself.  Seems her 6-year old grandson's pet 
mouse escaped his cage while at grandma's house 
and promptly scampered under her stove where it 
has been camped out for this past week.  She 
couldn't bake cookies without baking the mouse, 
so she was forced to bring some store bought 
cookies, which were pretty good by the way.   
 
L iz Anderson reminded everyone about the 
Museum's Family Day on Oct. 16th.  She also 
announced that Arizona Highway magazine will 
be running a story on the Peralta stones in possibly 
the Dec. ‘04 or January ‘05 issue.  She had sad, 
sad knews to report about (ex) Senator Slade 
Mead who was defeated in the polls.  I'm sure this 
was due in some part to the many friends of the 
Museum who remembered his efforts to close the 
Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum during last 
year's state budget talks.  After a few bars of our 
singing 'Ding Dong, Slade Mead is gone', Liz 
went on to mention that many of the Museum's 
cases are getting backing and better lighting, so 
check them out next time you visit the Museum. 
 
At this time, our President, moseyed in after doing 
a ‘perimeter check' of the building (I'm thinking 
he was just late, and this excuse is definitely 2nd 
place to Marc's mouse story) and then our speaker 
for the night was introduced. 

Dr . Stanley Will iams has been at ASU since 
1991.  His research has included volcanoes around 
the globe.  In 1993, he attended a workshop on a 
Columbian volcano, Galeras.  It was attended by 
over 100 volcanologists and geologists from 14 
countries.  He had been working on this project for 
5 years and was the leader of a group of 12 that 
ascended the volcano on January 14th, when it 
erupted and rained rocks down on them for 15 
minutes.  He sustained li fe-threatening injuries and 
6 members of his group were kill ed. 
 
What I found very interesting, was his point that 
while Hawaiian lava flows are showy (and receive 
the lion's share of media and public attention),  
pyroclastic flows of ash, rock and gas are more 
deadly.  He had pictures of colleagues sitting down 
for a leisurely lunch in front of lava flows after 
which they casually tossed the remainders of their 
meal into the flow.  His point - lava flows are slow 
& easy to side step.   
 
Pyroclastic flows however, can move at 100 to 
150 miles per hour and with temperatures that 
exceeding 1000 degrees fahrenheit, will i ncinerate 
any living thing it encounters.   
 
Some quick facts--There over 1500 known, active 
volcanoes on land and tens of thousands more on 
the ocean floor.  Half of the known volcanic 
eruptions were of mountains unknown to be 
volcanoes or thought to be dormant.   
 
Dr. Willi ams has written a book “Surviving 
Galeras“ which is in print and currently available. 
 
Phil Richardson won a specimen of f luorite from 
Ontario for the visitor‘s prize. The Member's prize 
was Apotholite won by Jonnene Alders and 
Terry Dyers won some grape calcite from 
Chihuahua, Mexico. 
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Marc Watson joined the MSA in 1963.  She  
served as the MSA president in 1978-1979, and in 
various other positions on the MSA's board over 
the years, has helped out at shows and is currently 
in charge of making sure we have our cookies at 
the meetings. Marc`s love of minerals (especially 
quartz) has taken her to collecting sites around the 
world.  Herè s her story: 
_______________________________________ 
Our family spent lots of time outdoors and my 
oldest daughter li ked to pick up pretty rocks and 
bring them home.  Someone told us to go see A.L. 
(Mr. Rockhound) Flagg to get them identified.  He 
was the curator of the Mineral Museum at the 
State Fairgrounds and he knew everything about 
rocks.  He told us about the Mineralogical Society 
and invited us to join.  We had been 4-H leaders 
for a long time, and hunting minerals sounded like 
fun.  Les Presmyk, Wayne Thompson and Gerry 
Backus were in our 4-H club and they thought it 
would be fun also.  So we all j oined the MSA.  
Later, when I heard about micro-mounting, it was 
love at first sight. 
 
Wayne's uncle, a rockhound, took us on our first 
field trip to Crystal Hill at Quartzsite to hunt 
quartz crystals.  After that came Date Creek, 
Payson, Saddle Mountain, Washington Camp, 
Arkansas, Thunder Bay, Canada, Peterson Mt., 
Nevada, Colorado, New Mexico, Cali fornia, New 
Zealand, Australia and lots of rock shops and 
shows in between. 
 
When my husband was alive, he and Dr. McKann 
had a favorite vein of smoky quartz at Date Creek.  
They spent many a day there digging this 
interesting mineral. 
 
Quartz comes in all sizes, shapes and colors from 
all over the world.  There is a new book out about 
quartz that I highly recommend.  Not only does it 
show the many types of quartz, but also many 

beautiful pictures taken by my favorite 
photographer, Jeff Scovill .  It is ªAn Introduction 
to Crystalli ne Quartz” by Harold L. Dibble.  
Another good quartz book is: 
Quartz Family Minerals by H. C. Drake, Frank L. 
Fleener and Ben Hur Wilson 

�

�
Submitted by MSA member, John 
McLaughlin: 
There is a great web site for Utah collecting:  
"http://www.utahrockhounds.com/sites/index.htm"  
Scroll down on the page and then click on one of 
the active (blue) locations listed, such as Topaz 
Mountain in Juab County. That will t ake you to 
the Utah Geological Survey page that describes the 
site and gives directions.  
 
Even better, there is a link that then will t ake you 
to the 7.5 minute topo map index. You can bring 
up the topo and study the area in detail . There are 
other links to geological maps and info about 
many aspects of geology.  
 
Well worth a look. I hope our Arizona Geo folks 
are paying attention to what their counterparts in 
Utah and Colorado are doing.  

     
Micromount Study Group Schedule        

The Micromount Study Group will meet at Bill 
Hunt' s house at 10350 Andover Avenue in Sun 
City, usually on the first Friday of each month at 7 
p.m.  Questions?  Call Ed Posser at (623) 933-
7554 or email him at  
edwardruthposser@worldnet.att.net.  
Upcoming meeting dates:   Oct. 1, Nov. 5, Dec. 3 
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Oct. 1 - 3, 2004 Prescott Valley, AZ. 
Prescott Gem & Mineral's 1st Annual Show at  
Yavapai County Fair Grounds, 10401 Hwy 89A. 
Hours 9-4 daily.  Admission $2, under 12 free 
w/adult.  For more info contact Larry Jackson at 
(928) 636-9188 or email l pjack65@cableone.net. 
 
Oct. 1, Nov.5, Dec 3, 2004 Tucson, AZ 
Old Pueblo Lapidary Club Silent Auction 
 3118 W. Dale Ave., Tucson, AZ 85712 
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Free Admission. 
 
October 8, 9, 10, 2004 Sierra Vista, AZ 
A Rock Rustler's Dream at Cochise College, 901 
N. Colombo Drive, Sierra Vista, AZ 
Sponsored by: Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club  
Hours: Fri. 9:30 to 6 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Sun. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Show Chairperson:  
Don Thomas 520-458-1507 
 
October 9, 10, 2004 Payson, AZ 
Payson Rimstones 2005 Gem & Mineral Show 
Tonto Apache Recreation Center, Milepost 251 & 
Hwy. 87, Payson, AZ    Parking: Free 
Hours: Sat.9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission: $3, children under 12 free 
Show Chairperson: Bruce Berman, 406 E. Phoenix 
St., Payson, AZ 85541, 928-468-9532 
 
October 16, 2004 Sedona, AZ 
Sedona Gem & Mineral Annual Local Rock Sale 
Posse Ground Park, (open air) SR 89A Posse 
Grounds Rd, Sedona, AZ 86336 
"http://www.sedonagemandmineral.org/" 
Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
October 16, 2004 Phoenix, AZ 
Family Day at the Museum & Arizona Mineral & 
Mining Museum Foundation Sale at 1502 W. 

Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007. 
Hours: Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Demonstrations and activities for children. 
Admission and parking: Free 
 
October 24, 2004 Payson, AZ 
Coaliti on Field Trip - see page 6 
 
November 5 - 7, 2004 Black Canyon City, AZ 
Rock-a-Rama at Albin Civic Center, K-Mine Rd., 
Black Canyon City,  Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission and Parking: Free 
Show Contact: Sue Pielage, P. O. Box 1472, Black 
Canyon City, AZ 85324, 623-374-5821  
 
Nov. 13 & 14, 2004 Socorr o, NM. 
25thAnnual  New Mexico Mineral Symposium  
Macey Center, New Mexico Institute of Mining & 
Technology in Socorro, New Mexico.   See pg 9. 
 
November 13, 14, 2004 Lake Havasu City, AZ 
Lake Havasu Gem & Rock Show at Lake Havasu 
Community Center, Hwy. 95, Lake Havasu City, 
AZ 86403.  Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Show Chairperson: Manny Frisch, 1711 Kirk Dr. 
Lake Havasu, AZ 86404, 928-855-9324 
Admission and Parking: Free 
 
November 24 - 28  Blythe, CA 
CFMS Thanksgiving field trip - see page 6. 
 
November 27, 28, 2004 Wickenburg, AZ 
Way Out Wickenburg Way, 4th Annual Gem & 
Art Fair at Wickenburg Community Center,160 N. 
Valentine St. 
Sponsored by: Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Soc. 
Displays, dealers, grab bags, spinning wheel, silent 
auction, and door prizes 
Admission: $2, under 12 free, $1 coupons avail . 
Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Dealers Contact: Lucill e Burroughs, P.O. Box 
20375, Wickenburg, AZ 85358, 928-684-0099 
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Coali tion Field Tr ip -  
Sunday, October 24th 

 
The Coaliti on field trip will be held on Sunday, 
October 24th. We will be going up Highway 87 to 
Payson, and then on up to Chase Creek to collect 
agate and crinoid fossils. 
 
This field trip is hosted by the Apache Junction 
Rock & Gem Club. The field trip leader is Harry 
Warren. If you have any questions - call him at 
(480) 986-5852.  
 
The group will assemble at Payson at the 
McDonalds parking lot at the corner of highways 
87 & 260 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
This is a chance to get out of the heat to an 
elevation of 5400 feet, into the shade of the Tonto 
National Forest. Bring your lunch, plenty of water, 
boots and a hat.  
 
The agate is mostly float material found above 
Chase Creek on a fairly steep slope. You will need 
pry bars, heavy hammers and chisels to free the 
fossils at the creek. 
 
Directions: 
 
Highway 87 to Payson - Meet at McDonalds at 
8:30 a.m. & then we©ll proceed north on Houston 
Mesa Road 199. Go north 13 miles to Whispering 
Pines and on to Chase Creek. 
 
Happy Rock Hunting !!!!!!  
 
Note :   
There is a map for this trip and it will be available 
on the front table at the November MSA meeting.  
 
 

CALIFORNIA FEDERATION 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES - 

Annual Thanksgiving Rockhounding  
Field Tr ip to Wiley Well Area  

 
TRIP LOCATION - 10 miles S.W. of Blythe, Ca.  
WHEN -  Nov. 24th - 28th, 2004.  
SPONSOR - CFMS Field Trip, South.  
MATERIAL TO COLLECT - All types and colors 
of Agate & Jasper, Crystal fill ed Geodes, 
Botryoidal Psilomelane, Fire Agate, Chalcedony 
Roses, Zeolite Crystal fill ed Amygdules, Calcite 
Rhombs, Petrified Wood and much more.  
LEADER - Bob Fitzpatrick (951) 845-3051 or 
RUROCKY2@aol.com  arriving at the campsite 
around 11 a.m. on Wed. the 24th. 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE - Each day at 8 a.m. 
small groups will go to a different collecting area.  
DIRECTIONS TO CAMPSITE - Exit I-10 at 
Wiley Well Road about 10 miles west of Blythe. 
Follow Wiley Well Rd south for 12.5 miles to 
campsite on the west side of road at the Riverside 
& Imperial Co. lines. Watch for CFMS signs.  
VEHICLE - The dirt road from I-10 OK for 2WD 
cars, trailers & motor homes. From campsite to 
collecting areas, 4WD and pickups only.  
CAMP & FACILITIES - This is a dry camping 
area, no water, no services, no hookups, no toilets.  
TOOLS - Collecting bags/boxes, digging tools, 
rock hammer, eye gear, spray water bottle, etc.  
OTHER REMARKS - All AFMS & CFMS club 
members and their guests are welcome to join us. 
Come for the day or camp out with us. Bring food, 
water, and firewood for the campfire. Blythe has 
motels and supplies. We'll have a potluck on 
Thanksgiving Day, so bring a dish to share and 
your own place setting. The OBMS Club will 
furnish the turkey. Each night after dark we will 
have a campfire where we can all j oin together, so 
doǹ t forget your camp chair.  
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The Cali fornia Mother Lod e  
(1848 through 1890) 

By Tom Horton 
 

Introdu ction:  During July of 2004, Gerry and I 
attended an Elderhostel in Nevada City, California 
whose topic was the California Gold Rush in the 1840s. 
During this time frame, we drove around and looked at 
many of the areas involved in the Gold Rush. At the 
conclusion of the Elderhostel, we drove over the High 
Sierra to Virginia City, Nevada, which was actually part 
of the Territory of California during the Gold Rush and 
was a significant part of “The Mother Lode”. This article 
is the result of that summer trip. 
 
Part 1:   Before the World Rushed In: 
In the year 1542, the Spanish Navy Captain Cabrillo, 
exploring the western shores of Baja California 
northwards looking for the elusive water passage to the 
Atlantic Ocean, discovered and claimed for Spain the 
harbors of San Diego and San Francisco. Shortly 
thereafter, Spanish soldier/explorers Cortez and 
Pizarro conquered significant parts of the New World, 
in particular what is now Mexico. This action brought 
this entire area under the auspices of Spain. 
 
In the year 1822, Mexico became independent of Spain 
and the owner of both Baja California and Alta 
California. Meanwhile, the various Spanish Missions in 
both of these areas had been expanding their holdings 
and influence. They were raising both crops and cattle.  
During this same period trappers and mountain men 
had been penetrating the California back country 
principally representing Great Britain, United States, 
France and Russia. The Russians had even built a fort 
north of San Francisco (Fort Ross) for the purpose of 
protecting their interests. 
 
In the year 1846 as a result of the Mexican/American 
war and the efforts of General Zachary Taylor, old 
“Rough and Ready”, Alta California became a Territory 
of the U.S (along with considerable other real estate). 
Even though it was a United States Territory, there was 
very little in the way of legal authority in the area and a 
kind of “anything goes” situation was prevalent. 
 
Meanwhile, in the early 1840s, a man named Johann 
August Sutter had abandoned his family in Switzerland 
and gone off “adventuring”. His travels took him first to 
the eastern United States, and then to Sante Fe, 
Oregon Territory, the Sandwich Islands, Alaska and 
finally a town called Yerba Buena, which is now called 

San Francisco. Monterey was the Capital of the 
Territory at that time. Sutter managed to get himself a 
“Spanish Land Grant” of 48,000 acres of land to the 
east of San Francisco. He built himself a fort at the 
junction of the Sacramento and American Rivers. The 
City of Sacramento now occupies this spot. There was 
and is a water passageway between San Francisco 
Bay and Sacramento. River navigation at that time 
went quite a bit beyond Sacramento northwards, 
eastwards and southwards. Sutter planned to build an 
agricultural empire on his land grant and planned to 
both farm it extensively and raise cattle. He also 
intended to take advantages of any other financial 
opportunities that came his way. One of the latter that 
was occurring at that time was a pressing need for 
construction lumber to build all sorts of structures in the 
San Francisco and Sacramento areas. Sutter’s land 
grant had extensive forested areas. One of these was 
in the area of Coloma, California (about 50 miles 
directly east of Sacramento along California Route 49) 
on the South Branch of the American River.  
 
The American River was and is an extensive river 
system with its three branches. The South Branch 
carries lots of runoff (even in mid-July) of fast flowing, 
cold mountain water. Sutter decided to build his mill at 
a point just to the north of Coloma where the river had 
a suitable drop in level across sizeable rapids. He hired 
a man named James Marshall to manage a group of 
artisans, who would build and then operate his new 
sawmill. 
 
When the mill underwent its final testing, it was found 
that the millrace channel downstream of the mill itself 
did not support adequate flow to run the mill. It was not 
deep enough. James Marshall shut down the mill and 
put his people to the task of digging out the millrace 
channel to a depth that would support adequate water 
flow to allow the mill to operate. When it was judged 
that sufficient material had been dug out, Marshall cut 
the water back into the mill and the millrace. While 
walking through the water inspecting the downstream 
channel, he spotted a golden colored rock on the 
bottom of the millrace. Upon picking it up and 
subjecting it to considerable analysis, Marshall 
convinced himself that he was holding a gold nugget. 
He and his workers instantly became placer gold 
miners and the race was on. 
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Board Meeting Minutes Sept. 25th, 2004 
 
Gilbert Flores Jr, Paul Flores, W.R. Russ, Sally 
Fiske, Shirley Fiske, Cecili a Flores, Gilbert Flores 
Sr., Bob Holm and Deanna Smith were present. 
 
President Gilbert Flores Jr . brought up some 
changes to the MSA's Ar ticles that he thought the 
membership should consider and vote on in 
November's meeting.   
 
The President proposed two changes to Article V 
-Section 2.  His first proposal was to decrease the 
number of additional directors needed from 6 to 4 
since too few are volunteering for board positions. 
His second proposal was to change the term of 
off ice from 3 to 2 years. Paul Flores made the 
motion to bring these proposed changes to the 
membership for a vote in November, Bob Holm 
seconded and it passed unanimously.    
 
The President proposed amending Article V-
Section 4 to include: ªA board member unable to 
attend a board meeting will communicate their 
proxy to two other attending board members to 
ensure quorum”.  Deanna Smith made the motion 
to bring this proposed change to the membership 
for vote in November, Paul Flores seconded, and 
it passed unanimously. 
 
The President proposed a change to Section 6, to 
combine the Secretary and Treasurer positions and 
hire a bookkeeper from outside the club to fill t his 
position.  After discussion by the board on the 
costs this would incur the club and whether a non-
member would be willi ng to attend board meetings 
on weekends or evenings to take minutes, this 
proposal was voted down. 
 
Shir ley Fiske made the motion to abolish the 
scholarship committee and move any funds that 
may have been designated as ̀ Scholarship Funds' 

to the General Fund and establish an Education 
and Outreach Program in support of which, any 
funds' distribution would be at the discretion of 
the MSA's Board of  Directors.  Paul Flores 
seconded and this passed unanimously. This 
change was enacted due to a lack of interested 
applicants, and diff iculty in promoting and 
funding the scholarship.  The Education and 
Outreach program will afford the club greater 
flexibility in how club monies are distributed.   
 
Two board positions, currently held by Bob 
Holms and Paul Flores, are expiring at the end of 
2004. If the change in the number of directors 
from 6 to 4 is implemented, only one position will 
need to be fill ed.  Bob Holms has volunteered to 
serve another term, and since no other candidates 
have stepped forward, it looks like it will be a 
simple yea or nay for Bob come November.   
 
Show Stuff : 
Gilbert Flores Jr . has suggested we drop the 
Silent Auction in lieu of another wheel with better 
specimens than the .25 wheel, that sell for .50 or 
$1.00.  The Silent Auction hasn't generated much 
revenue at the last couple of shows.  Paul Flores 
made a suggestion for a ̀ Rock Bingo' that takes a 
littl e different spin than just having another wheel.   
 
This and other show issues will be discussed at the 
Show Committee meeting to be held at the 
Museum on Saturday, October 23rd at 11 a.m. for 
anyone who wants to attend.   
 
Need to contact the Board? 
President - Gilbert Flores   phone  (800) 264-5101  
email    Gilbert.Flores@encompassins.com 
Vice-Pres. - Shirley Fiske phone: (623) 551-0882 
email:  ShirleyAF@aol.com 
Treasurer - Sally Fiske phone (623) 551-0882 
email:  xmasbelle@aol.com 



Page 9 

� ������� �

New Mexico Mineral Symposium 
November 13th & 14th, 2004 

Socorro, New Mexico 
 
The New Mexico Mineral Symposium provides a 
forum for both professionals and amateurs 
interested in mineralogy. The meeting allows all to 
share their cumulative knowledge of mineral 
occurrences and provides stimulus for 
mineralogical studies and new mineral discoveries. 
In addition, the informal atmosphere allows for 
intimate discussions among all i nterested in 
mineralogy and associated fields. 
 
This year's symposium will consist of a day and a 
half of formal papers presented in 30-minute time 
blocks. Papers will focus on mineral occurrences 
from New Mexico and adjacent states, as well as 
Mexico. A few selected papers may be presented 
from other parts of the world.  
 
An informal pre-symposium social and tailgating 
session will be held at local motels beginning on 
Friday, November 12, 2004 and will l ast through 
the weekend.  
 
No formal field trips are planned.  
 
A silent auction, sponsored by the Albuquerque 
Gem and Mineral Club for the benefit of the 
Mineral Museum, will be held on Sunday 
afternoon, November 14. The auction will be open 
to the public and all interested may buy or sell . All 
sellers are asked to donate 10 percent of their sales 
to the club. More information will be available at 
the symposium. 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration 
The general registration fee for the symposium is 
$25.00, the fee for seniors over 55 is $20.00, and 
the fee for students is $10.00 (with student ID). 
Registration includes a copy of the abstracts, two 
continental breakfasts, and coffee breaks. A 
cocktail hour and dinner will be held on Saturday,  
November 13, 2004. A cash bar will be available. 
The cost for the dinner is $16.00 for adults, $6.00 
for children (2±12 years old). An auction to benefit 
the symposium wil l conclude the evening's 
activities.  
 
To download the registration form go to:  
http://geoinfo.nmt.edu/education/museum/minsym
p/home.html , or contact Virgil W. Lueth 
New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral 
Resources, New Mexico Tech,801 Leroy Place 
Socorro, NM 87801-4796 . Phone (505) 835-5140. 
 

FEATURED SPEAKER 
Jay Lininger is the Editor and Publisher (co-
founder with Lawrence Conklin) of MATRIX—a 
journal of the history of minerals. As an avid 
collector of Pennsylvania minerals and 
memorabili a for four decades, Jay determined to 
combine his career in publishing with his 
avocation of historical mineralogy. MATRIX, first 
established in 1989, has gradually attained the 
premiere position for articles relating to 
mineralogical history. 
 
His pursuit of mineral history has brought him 
many speaking engagements around the United 
States. Jay and his wife Paula own and operate 
MATRIX Publishing Services and MATRIX Art 
Services. These two firms, located in York, 
Pennsylvania, specialize in producing textbooks 
and journals for the publishing industry. 
 
The Liningers reside near Dill sburg, Pennsylvania. 
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SCHEDULE  
Fr iday November 12, 2004 
6:00 p.m. Informal tailgating and social hour, 
individual rooms, Super 8 Motel (#1 on map) — 
FREE 
 
Saturday November 13, 2004 
8:30 a.m. Registration, Macey Center, continental 
breakfast 
9:20 a.m. Opening remarks, main auditorium 
9:30 a.m. Early commercial mineral collecting in 
New Mexico as represented in, “T he Mineral 
Collector (1884-1909)” — Virgil W. Lueth 
10:00 a.m. New mineral occurrences from mines 
in New Mexico’s “ bootheel” —Ray DeMark and 
Paul Hlava 
10:30 a.m. Coffee Break 
11:00 a.m. Gemstones of New Mexico—Robert M. 
North 
11:30 a.m. Minerals along the Conquistadors’ 
Route— James McGlassen and Virgil W. Lueth 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 
1:00 p.m. Museum tours 
2:00 p.m. Minerals of the Questa mine, Taos 
County, New Mexico—Virginia L. McLemore and 
Virgil W. Lueth 
2:30 p.m. Rhodochrosite and other manganese 
minerals in Arizona—Les Presmyk and Ray Grant 
3:00 p.m. Coffee Break 
3:30 p.m. A closer look at the San Pedro mine: it©s 
ownership, production, and new discoveries— 
Jerry Simmons and Mike Gobla 
4:00 p.m. A nostalgic journey to America’s golden 
age of mineralogy 1870–1920—Jay Lininger, 
featured speaker 
5:30 p.m. Sarsaparill a and suds: cocktail hour, 
cash bar 
6:30 p.m. Dinner followed by an auction to 
benefit the New Mexico Mineral Symposium 
 
 

Sunday November 14, 2004 
8:15 a.m. Morning social, coffee and donuts 
9:00 a.m. Welcome to the second day of the 
symposium and follow-up remarks 
9:10 a.m. Known minerals unreported from New 
Mexico Districts—Larry Caviggia 
9:40 a.m. Big gold nuggets from New Mexico—
Robert W. Eveleth and Virgil W. Lueth 
10:10 a.m. Coffee Break 
10:40 a.m. Microminerals of the Cooke’s Peak 
and Old Hadley districts, Luna County, New 
Mexico—Robert Walstrom and Joan Beyer 
11:10 a.m. Four Corners Mineral News, 2004—
Patrick Haynes 
11:40 a.m. Petalite on the Rio Cineaquill a: 
examining a footnote in Northrup’s Minerals of 
New Mexico—Jesse Kline 
12:00 p.m. Lunch 
1:15 to  3:00 p.m. Silent auction, upper lobby, 
Macey Center, sponsored by the Albuquerque 
Gem and Mineral Club for the benefit of the 
Mineral Museum (FREE) 
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