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NEXT MEETING: 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11th, 2010   
AT 7:00 PM 

 
MEETING TOPIC & SPEAKER 

DOUG DUFFY 
"THE ART OF LAPIDARY" 

 

Doug Duffy’s interest in rock collecting began when 
he was metal detecting...he was fascinated by all the 
pretty rocks.  He learned lapidary from Harold Hill, a 
long time member of the Leaverite Rock and Gem 
Society.    
Doug started volunteering at the Museum when it was 
located at the Fairgrounds 3 years before it moved to 
its present location.  When the museum moved in ‘91, 
Doug was one of many volunteers who helped pack, 
unpack, paint display cases, move machinery & filing 
cabinets & all that other fun stuff that comes with 
moving.  While manager of the lapidary shop, Doug 
suggested that in order to peak people’s interest in 
the art, windows should be put into the north wall of 
the museum.  Doug has taught hundreds of people in 
the art of lapidary, silversmithing, & lost wax casting.  
A few years ago, Doug semi-retired from the museum, 
only volunteering on the 1st & 5th Saturdays & on 
Family Days.  He oversees a silversmithing class at 
the City of Phoenix & teaches silversmithing at home. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

First of all, let me say that we will miss Heather and all she has done 
for us while working on "The Rockhound Record". I just think of her 
move to Iowa as a franchise of our group. Hoping her best and hope 
that she will send us articles that we can include in the newsletter 
from time to time. I mean there are rocks in Iowa too.  
Now a final message for all members before we all crawl into holes 
and sit out the hot weather.  
       First and foremost: BE SAFE OUT THERE IN THE WILDS. Wear 
protective clothing at all times, carry enough water to get you through 
any trip, have food available that doesn't suck the salt out of your 
system, and most important thing of all; don't step over a rock, step 
on top of the rock before you cross over a spot that might be hiding 
some little or big monster that will bite first and regret later.  
     Frank Burns has come up with a great slogan for us that fits in with 
our club's name, it is: Mineral Stewardship by Access. I believe that 
he has hit the nail right on the head on this one. Thank you Frank.  
     I want to remind all Board members that we will have a board 
meeting one half hour before the June regular meeting at the 
museum. Any member that wishes to address the board on a matter 
can do so by either emailing me at rogersweeps@yahoo.com or can 
come to the meeting and speak to the whole board.  
      I know that many of you will be getting out and about on various 
mineral hunts of your own this summer. Please remember to fill a 
bucket for the Flagg show so that we will have some nice stuff to give 
away for the spinning wheel.  
      I want to take this time to thank all our members who have 
jumped in and helped with one aspect of the club or another. With all 
of you helping, you have made this a great first half of the year and I 
know that with help from all of you we will have a greater second half.  
     Remember and try to sign up some new members. Even if we are 
dormant we haven't stopped as a club. Have them contact Betty 
about becoming a member. She has tons of time on her hands and is 
always ready to sign up a new member. Remember her offer of one 
brick of gold to each new member (a brick painted gold).  
 
     Now, I want to take the time to thank you all for helping me as 
president of the club. You all have been great sports to put up with my 
leadership. I hope I am living up to the expectations of you all. You 
are a great bunch of people and I hope you all find what you are 
looking for in the field when out searching for minerals. Thanks to all 
of you and for gods sake be careful this summer while out in the field.  
      Carolyn and I are going to Washington for her class reunion this 
August and we hope to be able to go though eastern Oregon for 
some fire agate and maybe hit Prineville for Geodes too.  
 

Thanks for all the help this year gang. 
 Take care and never spit into the wind.  
Roger Deming acting president of MSA.  

Mineral Stewardship by Access. Gosh! that has a nice ring to it Frank. 
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By Raymond Grant 

 
     We have a new mineral to add to the Arizona 
mineral list. It is szenicsite. It is a copper 
molybdate hydroxide, Cu3(MoO4)(OH)4, and was 
described in 1997. Before now, it was only found 
at one place in the world; the Jardinera No. 1 
mine near Inca de Oro, Atacama, Chile. It is 
found there in an oxidized copper-molybdenum 
deposit in granite. 
 
In Arizona, we have many oxidized copper-
molybdenum deposits in granite, and ever since 
the mineral was described I was sure it would be 
found in Arizona. We have several localities in 
Arizona for lindgrenite, another copper molybdate 
hydroxide, Cu3(MoO4)2(OH)2, and it occurs with 
the szenicsite in Chile. There must be some 
change in the conditions where the minerals form 
to get either lindgrenite or szenicsite. Since 1997, 
I have sent a number of specimens that I thought 
might be szenicsite to be identified and none 
were. They turned out to be malachite, lindgrenite 
or brochantite. 
 

 
 

 

The world’s second occurrence of szenicsite 
and the first for Arizona is the Carlota mine 
which is located in Pinto Valley, Gila County, 
between Superior and Globe. They have 
started mining again there very recently. We 
used to go to collect malachite off the dumps 
at the old workings. The first mineral 
specimens to come from the new mining were 
some very good crystallized azurite 
specimens that Evan Jones was selling. He 
had quite a few specimens in Tucson from 
Carlota. Some of the azurite had malachite 
with it. He also had some powellite that 
occurred as light yellow to yellow-green 
crystals up to 3 mm with the azurite. Powellite 
is a calcium molybdate and found with the 
Szenicsite in Chile.  
 
A careful examination of these azurite 
specimens showed two additional minerals. 
One is light blue coatings and druses, and it 
is prosopite. The other mineral occurs as 
small patches, up to two or three mm, of a 
dark green to yellow green mineral, 
szenicsite. Bob Jenkins using equipment at 
the University of Arizona identified the 
szenicsite. 
 
Terry Szenics who collected the original 
szenicsite is a friend. Some years ago he had 
a great interest in Ed Over and Over’s 
collecting wulfenite at the Red Cloud mine. 
Terry published a story Ed Over at the Red 
Cloud in the Mineralogical Record, v. 6, p. 
176 – 179. Terry came to Arizona and spent a 
month at the Red Cloud, but unfortunately he 
did not find the big wulfenite pocket. He did 
write, “Wulfenite is Love” on an old wooden 
shack at the Red Cloud. Later when Dave 
Shannon used “Wulfenite is Love” in one of 
his ads, he got a letter from Terry about using 
Terry’s slogan. 
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EDITOR’S NOTES… 
 
THERE IS A TRAVEL WARNING FOR THOSE 
HEADED TO MEXICO. 
 
The U.S. Consulate in Nogales, Sonora, says it 
has unconfirmed reports of drivers south of the 
border being stopped at unofficial checkpoints 
and has issued an alert to American travelers of 
possible fake, unauthorized checkpoints on the 
Rocky Point route on Highway 8 between the 
border and Puerto Peñasco, (commonly known 
as Rocky Point). Although there is actually no 
confirmation about unofficial checkpoints on 
Highway 8, there certainly have been fake 
checkpoints on most major Mexican highways.  
 
There are unconfirmed reports from people who 
have passed through one of these checkpoints, 
that the people who are operating them have 
simply requested identification & then let travelers 
on their way. Travelers are being advised to limit 
travel to major roads during daylight and to 
cooperate if they do come across an unofficial 
checkpoint - according to officials, some motorists 
who didn't stop were shot at and killed. These 
checkpoints have been set up by unknown 
persons at night. U.S. Consulate Nogales 
strongly advises any traveler who must take this 
route do so during daylight hours; and if you feel 
like you've encountered one of these checkpoints, 
the consulate is asking that you report it so they 
can get information to provide to other travelers. 
 
The warning offers tips for travelers who are 
stopped at an unofficial checkpoint: 
 
1. Do not resist. Cooperate immediately and fully.  
 
2. Stay calm, put up your hands, and comply with 
demands.  
 
3. If you have a child in the car, immediately alert 
the checkpoint operators of the child's presence.  

Sources: TucsonSentinel.com, KVOA, azfamily.com 
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My last newsletter. Moving in two weeks to northwestern 
Iowa to run a bar / restaurant. Stop in and see us at Max & 
Erma’s if you ever find yourself passing by or through Sioux 
Rapids! Thanks again to Betty, Lois, Ed, Ray & Roger for 
your contributions to this newsletter every month and once 
again, to the wonderful speakers I have had the good fortune 
to learn from and all the terrific members who have been 
warm and friendly to me over the past two years. Lois 
Splendoria is going to do a fantastic job carrying this on for 
the club, she has way more experience than I do too �  and 
has been very much like a partner to me the whole time I 
have been the Editor. Any further newsletter items should be 
directed to Lois at chimes30@q.com or 602-571-4577. 
 
Happy Hounding ~ Heather A. Hill 
 

 



The Rockhound Record - Mineralogical Society of Arizona Summer 2010  

 4 

 
SPONSORED BY 

VERDE RIVER ROCKHOUNDS 

  
FRIDAY, JUNE 25TH 

MAYER ONYX 
ASH FORK, AZ 

Time to meet is 10:00 am 
 

Verde River Rockhounds send you a warm invitation to the June Field Trip to Ash Fork in 
northern Arizona. We will be collecting Mayer Onyx at a stone yard. Several years ago the 
well known quarry at Mayer was sold to an Ash Fork company. They quarry the onyx in 10 
foot cubes and transport  it to Ash Fork where it is sliced and diced to make high quality and  
 expensive kitchen and bathroom fittings. A significant amount of the material ends up as 
rejects, usually due to faults and cracks. We will be collecting among the rejects. There is a 
fee: 13 cents per pound: a 20 pound chunk will cost you $2.60, a quarter of a ton is just $65.  
 Payment MUST be in cash, no checks, no credit cards. Mayer onyx has amazing patterns 
and cuts and shapes easily. 
 
Ask Fork sits astride the I-40, 53 miles west of Flagstaff, 96 miles east of Kingman and 50 
miles north of Prescott on Hwy 89. Please note that this trip is on a Friday: the stoneyard is 
closed at weekends.  
 
We will meet at the gas station at exit 144 and leave there at 10:00am. While at the gas 
station check out the counter tops inside: they are made from high quality Mayer Onyx.  
 
From where we park, it is 5 yards to the material. You need a bucket, and although most 
material may just be picked up on the surface, you may wish to bring hammers and chisels to 
break up the bigger chunks. This stoneyard has numerous other types of rock, some rejects 
and some finished pieces: you may collect these also, but the price per pound may vary. We 
will probably be at the site for about two to three hours. Afterwards, if you are interested, 
members of the Verde River Rockhounds will lead you to abandoned flagstone quarries 
nearby. There you can collect free from a huge variety of already cut pieces and slabs. 
 
A word of warning: it may be very hot. Ask Fork is at 5,200ft, but in June it can sizzle. Bring 
lots of water, sunscreen and a hat. If you plan to come please call Richard Casmier  
928-592-0232 or email him at  rcasmier@aol.com 
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SPONSORED BY 

THE WHITE MOUNTAIN GEM & MINERAL CLUB 

  
  SATURDAY, JULY 24th, 2010  

ST. JOHN’S LANDFILL 
Time to meet is 9:00am in St. John’s 

 
Rockhounds belonging to the Coalition of Rock Clubs in Arizona and the Fluorescent Finders, 
a regional chapter of the Fluorescent Mineral Society, are invited to spend some time just 
north of St. Johns, Arizona where you will have the opportunity to find Petrified Wood, Fossils, 
and Fluorescent Calcite.  
 
Meet at: Wilber's IGA parking lot, on your left as you enter town from the southwest.  
  
Time:  9:00am, leave parking lot by 9:15.  
 
Vehicle:  any will do  
 
Weather:  if threatening, or raining, the trip will be canceled  
 
What to bring:  containers, plenty of drinking water, lunch, chairs, and since this will be 
surface collecting - a screwdriver or small pick will do.  There is absolutely no shade, so 
please wear a hat.  
  
Terrain:  painted high desert  
 
Rules to follow:  No ATV's, all fines to be reported at gate as you leave, no trespassing onto 
private property, park well off the main road, and no littering or other destruction of property.  
 
Waivers:  each person will be asked to sign a waiver of liability for the White Mountain Gem & 
Mineral Club, Inc.  and Blue Hills Environmental Assoc., Inc.  Each vehicle will be given a 
number and if you should have to leave before our "out" time, which is 2:00, please give the 
number to the gate attendant.  
 
Any Questions?  Please contact Eunice McQuiston at (928)536-7209 or via email at 
rocknglow@frontiernet.net       Have a great day!  
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MSA JUNE FIELD TRIP  
 

SATURDAY JUNE 19 TH  
 
    

The trip to the Rim area north of Payson is for a variety of Marine fossils.  
 
The name of the spot when we camped there for several campouts with the Boy 
Scouts was known as Tom's Creek.  
 
The fossils are all on the surface...no digging required.  
 
We will meet at the Mc Donald’s at the junction of Highway 87 and the 260. We 
go north on 87 when leaving the Mc Donald’s. We should meet at that location 
at 9:30 am. Mc Donald’s is on the right side and is easy to see and access.  
 
It is less than an hours drive to the turnoff just south of Clint’s Well where we 
turn west on a good gravel road. Any car can make the trip just fine. The best 
place to get gas, food etc., is at Payson, as Pine and Strawberry are much 
smaller, but do have some facilities.  
 
If you plan to go please send me an e-mail: epidote555@yahoo.com 
or call me at home 480 636 1251 prior to June 19th. 
 
Hope to see many of our members at the June 11th meeting. 
  
Ed Nichols 
YeOlde Rockhound 
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ROCK SHOWS 
JUNE  

JUNE 11-13 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 

"Gem Faire" Gem Faire Inc. 
New Mexico State Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro 

NE Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
$5 weekend pass. Contact Yooy Nelson 

(503) 252-8300  e-mail: info@gemfaire.com 
Web site: www.gemfaire.com 

 
 

JUNE 18-20 
SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 

International Gem & Jewelry Show Inc. 
Santa Monica Civic Auditorium, 1855 Main St. 

Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5 adults $8 
open to the public, professional jewelers, artists. 
Contact International Gem & Jewelry Show Inc. 

120 Derwood Circle  
Rockville, MD 20850, (301) 294-1640  

e-mail: info@intergem.net  
Web site: www.InterGem.com 

 
 

JUNE 18-20, 2010 
AFMS SHOW & CONVENTION 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, 
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

AFMS/CFMS "Hidden Treasures"   
Whittier, CA 

Hosted by North Orange County 
Gem and Mineral Society 

Southern California 
University of Health Sciences Campus 

16200 E. Amber Valley Rd. (www.scuhs.edu); 
10-5 Daily. adults $6, children under 14 free; 

speakers, field trips, display cases, raffle, kids' 
room, demonstrations, vendors, supplies, 
jewelry, beads, fossils, gems; contact Don 

Warthen, (626) 330-8974; e-mail: 
odwarthen@verizon.net; Contact Mike 

Beaumont 714-510-6037 www.nocgms.com 
Web site: www.nocgms.com 

 

JUNE 19-20 
POWELL, WYOMING 

"Wyoming Wonders" Shoshone Rock Club, 
Cody '59ers Park County Fairgrounds, 655 
5th St. Sat. 9-7, Sun. 9-4; adults $2, ages 

12-18 $1, children 5th grade and under free 
with adult Contact Jane R. Neale, (307) 

754-3285, Mary Ann Northrup, (307) 754-
4472, or Art Schatz, (307) 548-7258 

 
JUNE 25-27 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 
"Gem Faire" Gem Faire Inc. 

Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino 
del Rio S. Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5 $5 

weekend pass.  
Contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300  

e-mail: info@gemfaire.com  
Web site: www.gemfaire.com 

 
JUNE 26-27 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 
"Rock Fair at WMMI" Colorado Springs 

Mineralogical Society Western Museum of 
Mining and Industry, 225 N. Gate Blvd. Sat. 

9-4, Sun. 9-3; adults $5, children $2 
vendors, rocks, minerals, jewelry, children's 
area, rock, mineral and fossil identification, 
speakers, demonstrations, gold panning, 
metal detecting. Contact Ronald "Yam" 

Yamiolkoski, (719) 488-5526  
e-mail: info@csms.us  

Web site: www.csms.us 

 
JUNE 26-27 

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 
30th Anniversary Show - Western Dakota 
Gem & Mineral Society Rushmore Plaza 
Civic Center, 444 N. Mt. Rushmore Rd. 
Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4 adults $3, children 
under 12 free dealers, gems, minerals, 

fossils, jewelry, silent auction, informational 
programs. Contact Jamie Brezina, (605) 
415-6283, or Deb Radomski, (605) 343-

7850 Web site: www.wdgms.org 
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ROCK SHOWS 
JULY & AUGUST  

JULY 2-4 
FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 
San Juan County Gem & Mineral Club - Farmington 
Civic Center, 200 W. Arlington St. Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5. free admission, door prizes, rocks, 
gems, minerals, Farmington Freedom Days; contact 
Mickie Calvert, P.O. Box 1482, Farmington, NM 
87499, (505) 632-8288 e-mail: mickie2@earthlink.net 

 
JULY 9-11 
DURANGO, COLORADO 
Four Corners Gem & Mineral Club La Plata County 
Fair Grounds, 2500 Main Ave. Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-5 free admission jewelry, kids' activities, gold 
panning, jewelry making tools, gems, minerals, 
fossils, beading supplies, door prizes, mineral 
displays, raffle, silent auction contact Bill Birza, P.O. 
Box 955, Durango, CO 81302, (970) 385-6850  
e-mail: wcbirzzz@durangolive.net  
Web site: www.durangorocks.org 

 
JULY 17-18 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
"Treasures of the Earth" Tulsa Rock & Mineral 
Society Central Park Hall, Expo Square, Tulsa 
County Fairgrounds, 21st and Yale Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-
5; adults $6, children under 12 and Scouts in uniform 
free; special Scout and children's areas, club 
displays, special displays, silent auction, door prizes, 
classes, lectures, lapidary demonstrations.  Contact 
Wayne Mouser, 1514 S. Carson Ave., Tulsa, OK 
74119, (918) 582-8700 
e-mail: okyrocks@peoplepc.com 
or Finis Riggs, (918) 587-4400 e-mail Lriggs@cox.net 
Web site: www.ttownrockhound.org 

 
JULY 24, 25, 2010  

1ST FLAGSTAFF JEWELRY, 
GEM & MINERAL SHOW 

Radisson Woodlands Hotel 1175 
W. Rt. 66, Flagstaff, AZ 

Hours: Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4 
Admission: $3, children 12 & under 
Free with paid adult. Parking: Free 

Show Co-Chairs: Sharon Szymanski, 
480-215-9101, goldcanyon2@yahoo.com 

and Val Latham, 602-466-3060 

AUGUST 7-8 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
"Golden Gateway to Gems "In the Pink" San 
Francisco Gem & Mineral Society County Fair 
Bldg. (Hall Of Flowers), Golden Gate Park, 9th 
Ave. and Lincoln Way Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults $7, seniors $6, child under 12 free with 
adult; demonstrations, jade carving, chain 
maille weaving, wire wrapping, bead stringing, 
silver metal clay modeling, cabochon cutting, 
California Academy of Sciences displays. 
Contact Carleen Mont-Eton, 4134 Judah St., 
San Francisco, CA 94122, (415) 564-4230  
e-mail: publicity@show.sfgms.org 

AUGUST 12-15 
BUENA VISTA, COLORADO 
"The Rock Show at Buena Vista: A Continental 
Divide Tailgate" Contin-tail LLC Rodeo 
Grounds, Gregory Rd. and Rodeo Rd. Thu. 9-5, 
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5 free admission; more 
than 120 dealers, rocks, minerals, gemstones, 
fossils, beads, jewelry, lapidary equipment, 
demonstrations (glintknapping, stone cutting, 
wire wrapping, beading, precious metal clay), 
free rock for children, door prizes, fluorescent 
mineral display. Contact Carolyn Tunnicliff, 
1130 Francis #7010, Longmont, CO 80501 
(720) 938-4194 e-mail: ctunnicliff@comcast.net 
Web site: www.coloradorocks.org 

AUGUST 20-22 
LAKE GEORGE, COLORADO 
Lake George Gem & Mineral Club U.S. Hwy. 
24, next to post office Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 8-
5; free admission; 40 dealers, minerals, fossils, 
jewelry, lapidary, local amazonite, smoky 
quartz, topaz. Contact Becky Blair 
(719) 748-3030 e-mail: blairra@hotmail.com 
or John Rakowski, (719) 748-3861 
e-mail: rakgeologist@yahoo.com 

 
The AZ Mining & Mineral Museum 

(AZMMMR) maintains a list of 
Arizona club shows on their website:  
http://mines.az.gov/General/museum.html  
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We are going to sell business card ads for our 
newsletter. It is $25 per year for MSA Members. $35 per 
year for non-members.  If you are interested in 
advertising your business in this newsletter, please 
contact us. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
SAY HELLO TO  

OUR NEWEST MEMBER! 
JULIA TAMASIUNAS 

New River, AZ 

MSA CONTACT INFO:  
 

President: 
Roger Deming 

Rogersweeps@yahoo.com 
(480) 633-0731 

 
Vice President  

& Field Trip Coordinator  
(Club Trips):  
Ed Nichols  

epidote555@yahoo.com 
(480) 636-1251 

 
Treasurer and Coalition Field Trip 

Coordinator: Betty Deming 
(602) 242-1553 

bd_mac2003@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary:  Lois Splendoria 
chimes30@q.com 

  602-571-4577 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
(Lois Splendoria as of June 2010)  

Heather Hill-Oliverson 
sagegirl777@juno.com 

 
Mineral Curator:  

Bob Holm  
(623) 979-5246 

 
Librarian/Door Prizes/Hospitality: 

Bob Holm (623) 247-1325 
 

Refreshments: Lynne Dyer 
(480) 396-2393 

 
MSA BOARD OF GOVERNORS: 

LYNNE DYER, TERRY DYER 
BOB HOLM, DAVE LAY 



 

  

HEATHER HILL 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
1502 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange Editors:  Please send all newsletters to 
the return address listed above. 

 
 

Mineralogical Society of Arizona 
Founded 1935 

A Non Profit Organization  
Purpose:  To promote popular interest in the various 
Earth Sciences, and particularly the fields of 
Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and related subjects.  
 
ID badges are available from the Treasurer. 
 
Meetings:  7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and 
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 
- on the second Friday of the month, September 
through June (except February, which is the third 
Friday). 
 
Dues:  Adults – Single Adults $12.00, Juniors (18 
yrs. and under) -$2.50, Families & Couples - $20.00. 
 
Mail dues to Betty Deming at  
2922 W. Claremont, Phoenix, AZ 85017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mineralogical Society of Arizona is a 
member of the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and the Rocky 
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 

 

 
 

 
 www.amfed.org         www.rmfms.org  
 
Newsletter:  Reprinting permission granted 
with proper credit given.  Unless otherwise 
noted, articles are written by the Editor. 
 

 


